West Geauga High School Summer Reading
Summer reading at West Geauga High School should promote reading as an enjoyable experience.

The High School English Department recommends that summer reading be a time when students are given the opportunity to select texts to enhance the scope and depth of their reading experiences; to enrich their lives; to create authentic reading experiences, and to target Ohio’s Academic Content Standards by enabling them to choose independent reading materials for personal enjoyment.  Additionally, summer reading-driven by student interest-also strives to meet the district’s mission of helping each student reach his/her academic potential through broader experiences with literature.

We recommend that parents work with their children to choose appropriate books that they will find compelling and challenging, but first and foremost, engaging.

Best Practices in Reading

The general consensus of reading specialists, reading scholars, reading panels, reading teacher and other are as follows:

                                          More                                                                             Less

	Read aloud to students daily
	Round-robin reading by students

	Independent reading
	Emphasis on whole-class reading

	Use of trade books, picture books, magazines
	Primary dependence on basal, textbook, literature book

	Student choice of reading materials
	Teacher selection of reading material

	Teacher modeling of skills and strategies
	Lecturing, worksheets, workbooks

	Content area reading
	Lecturing and worksheets

	Use of higher-level questions (application synthesis, evaluation
	Use of lower-level questions (primarily recall)

	Use of critical and creative thinking
	Less rote learning, memorization


The following documents detail these best practices:

National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Position Statement
· Articulates the importance of student choice in developing reading skill

· Encourages schools to provide students with a  wide range of texts that matches their interests

International Reading Association (IRA) Position Statement

· Outlines how adolescent literacy growth is tied to the choice and variety of  reading material

On Overview of Reading by the Commission on Reading of the NCTE

· Recognizes the importance of a variety of reading experiences

· Identifies the importance of authentic reading experiences, including frequent opportunities for students to read books of their own choice

Position Statement by the Commission on Reading of the NCTE

· Explains how self-selected reading contributes to reading fluency

A Joint Position Statement of the IRA and National Middle School Association

· Recommends whole-school planning to implement reading programs

· Recommends opportunities for students to self-select reading material

Summer Reading Assignment, Grades 9-12 (Excluding Advanced Placement)

In an effort to build upon the many accomplishments of our students over the last school year, we are encouraging your student to read as much as possible over the summer.
Recent studies from Duke University and Johns Hopkins University have shown significant decreases in student reading skills thereby lowering grades when students return to the classrooms in the fall if they have not spent any time reading over the summer. Similar to a professional athlete or musician that practices over the summer to enhance their abilities, the same is true of academic skills; a student must practice repeatedly, or lose the abilities to be successful using them.

Is reading required?
YES! We want students to enjoy their reading over the summer; therefore, we are not assigning specific books.  Students should feel free to read whatever they would like.   If one needs help finding books he would enjoy, ask a librarian for some suggestions or check out recommended titles online.   When students return to school in the fall, they should be prepared to share their thoughts and feelings about the books they’ve read.

Students taking Advanced Placement English will be required to complete the AP summer reading assignment designed by their particular teacher.  

 

What can my child do?
1. Sign up for a library card. 

2. Have your student look over the reading list and see what seems interesting. 

3. Stop at bookstores in the area for selections from our reading list. 

4. Encourage, Encourage, Encourage!! Get your student reading!
Suggested Literature

Books Geauga West Library has extra copies of:

Artemis Fowl by Eion Colfer----7 copies

Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman---14

House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer---14

Lord of the Flies by William Golding---6

Far From the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy---7

Old Man and the Sea—Ernest Hemingway---7

Stormbreaker---Anthony Horowitz—7

Brave New World—Aldous Huxley--4

White Fang---Jack London---9

Life of Pi---Yann Martel

Cry the Beloved Country—Robert Patton—6

Eragon—Christopher Paloini

Give A Boy A Gun—Todd Strasser---10

All the Harry Potter’s---we have multiple copies

All Quiet on the Western Front—Erich Remarque---16

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn—Betty Smith---8

Some Titles Geauga West Public Library suggests:

Twilight (and its sequels) -----Stephenie Meyers

The Book Thief—Markus Zusak

Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants---Ann Brashares

A Great and Terrible Beauty----Libba Bray

Monster---Walter Dean Myers

Stuck in Neutral---Terry Trueman

Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp---Rick Yancey

Elsewhere—Gabrielle Zevin

Uglies---Scott Westerfeld

Hatchet---Gary Paulsen

Looking for Alaska---John Green

Anansi Boys---Neil Gaiman

A Northern Light---Jennifer Donnelly

The Hunger Games---Suzanne Collins

Here Lies Arthur---Philip Reeve

Maximum Ride---James Patterson

Life As We Knew It---Susan Beth Pfeffer

Inkheart---Cornelia Funke

AP English 11 2010-2011 

The AP English 11 summer reading assignments (described below) will be delivered to those students enrolled in the AP English 11 class.  Before the end of the school year, there will be a meeting after school to distribute the assignment, to ask questions, and to discuss expectations.  This summer’s reading assignment will require all AP English 11 students to read FOUR books: ONE independent selection, TWO from a prescribed list of authors, and ONE from a collection of nonfiction genres suggested by the College Board.  If students have any concerns about summer reading, they should see Mr. Connell or contact him at Christopher.connell@westg.org
Procedures to Follow:

Read a total of FOUR books, per these instructions:

(a) Read ONE independent selection.  Choose any book you would like, provided it is a novel.  Refer to the attached document for suggestions from last year’s AP English 11 class.

(b) Choose one of the following authors and read any TWO of his/her books listed below:

Ernest Hemingway: The Sun Also Rises, To Have and Have Not, For Whom the Bell Tolls
Toni Morrison: The Bluest Eye, Sula, Jazz, Tar Baby
J. D. Salinger: Franny and Zooey, Nine Stories
William Faulkner: Absalom, Absalom!; The Sound and the Fury, Light in August
Mark Twain: A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, Pudd’nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins (Norton Critical Edition)

F. Scott Fitzgerald: This Side of Paradise, The Beautiful and Damned, Tender is the Night
Kurt Vonnegut: Mother Night, Cat’s Cradle, God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater; Jailbird
Willa Cather: O Pioneers!, Death Comes for the Archbishop
(c) Read any ONE book or collection of essays by one of the following authors:

Autobiographers and Diarists

Melba Patillo Beals, James Boswell, Judith Ortiz Cofer, Jill Ker Conway, Thomas De Quincey, Frederick Douglass, Benjamin Franklin, Stephanie Elizondo Griest, Elva Trevino Hart, Harriet Jacobs (Linda Brent), Helen Keller, Maxine Hong Kingston, T. E. Lawrence, Frank McCourt, Samuel Pepys, Richard Rodriguez, Richard Wright, Malcolm X, Anzia Yezierska

Biographers and History Writers

Lerone Bennett Jr., James Boswell, Thomas Carlyle, Winston Churchill, Vine Deloria Jr., Leon Edel, Richard Ellmann, Niall Ferguson, Shelby Foote, John Hope Franklin, Antonia Fraser, Edward Gibbon, Richard Holmes, Gerda Lerner, Thomas Macaulay, Francis Parkman, Arnold Rampersad, Simon Schama, Arthur M. Schlesinger, Ronald Takaki, George Trevelyan, Barbara Tuchman, Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

Journalists

Roger Angell, Dave Barry, David Brooks, Maureen Dowd, Elizabeth Drew, Nora Ephron, M. F. K. Fisher, Frances Fitzgerald, Janet Flanner (Genêt), Thomas L. Friedman, Ellen Goodman, David Halberstam, John Hersey, Paul Krugman, Alex Kuczynski, Andy Logan, John McPhee, H. L. Mencken, Jessica Mitford, Jan Morris, Donald M. Murray, Susan Orlean, Rick Reilly, David Remnick, Red Smith, Lincoln Steffens, Paul Theroux, Calvin Trillin, Cynthia Tucker, Tom Wolfe

Political Writers

Hannah Arendt, Simone de Beauvoir, William F. Buckley, Jean de Crèvecoeur, W. E. B. Du Bois, Margaret Fuller, John Kenneth Galbraith, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Chris Hedges, Thomas Hobbes, Thomas Jefferson, George Kennan, Martin Luther King Jr., Naomi Klein, Lewis H. Lapham, John Locke, Niccolò Machiavelli, John Stuart Mill, John Milton, Thomas More, Thomas Paine, Olive Schreiner, Jonathan Swift, Alexis de Tocqueville, Gore Vidal, George Will, Garry Wills, Mary Wollstonecraft

Science and Nature Writers

Edward Abbey, Diane Ackerman, Natalie Angier, Wendell Berry, Jacob Bronowski, Rachel Carson, Charles Darwin, Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Jared Diamond, Annie Dillard, Gretel Ehrlich, Loren Eiseley, Timothy Ferris, Tim Flannery, Richard Fortey, Atul Gawande, Stephen Jay Gould, Evelyn Fox Keller, Aldo Leopold, Barry Lopez, Peter Matthiessen, Bill McKibben, Margaret Mead, John Muir, Steven Pinker, David Quammen, Carl Sagan, Lewis Thomas, Jonathan Weiner, E. O. Wilson

AP English 12 2010-2011


Bronte, Charlotte—Jane Eyre (required for all AP-12)


Huxley, Aldous—Brave New World (required for all AP-12)

Your choice of two from the following list:

Bronte, Emily—Wuthering Heights


Marlowe, Christopher—Dr. Faustus
Dickens, Charles—Great Expectations 


Defoe, Daniel—Robinson Crusoe
Golding, William—Lord of the Flies


Forster, E.M.—A Passage to India
Hardy, Thomas—Far from the Madding Crowd

Bolt, Robert—A Man for All Seasons

Orwell, George—Animal Farm



Swift, Jonathan—Gulliver’s Travels

You will be reading a total of 4 books this summer.  Two have been selected for you and the other two are your choice.  Please choose from the above list.

-For Jane Eyre- The vocabulary words will be tested once school begins.  Make sure you know the definition.

-For Brave New World-you need to complete a set of “Book Cards” for this novel.  Attached are the directions for completing book cards.

-For your choice of books-you need to complete “Book Cards” for these novels.

Once school begins, we will have a test on Jane Eyre and will then be writing essays on the books that were read during the summer.

If you have any questions concerning summer reading, please see me (Mrs. Sessler) before we leave for summer vacation.  
DUE DATE FOR SUMMER WORK:  THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS


This means Jane Eyre and the book cards
***************NOTE:  LATE PAPERS ARE NOT ACCEPTED!**************
If for any reason, you decide that you will NOT be taking AP English Literature and Composition next fall, you are then responsible for doing the summer reading assigned for the other classes and for taking the tests over these books.

You are expected to be prepared no matter what decision you make.

BOOK CARDS
You  will prepare a set of book cards to assist you in reviewing for the AP exam next May. You will have to purchase the index card yourself.  Use the larger cards (5X8) ONLY.  If you’d like, punch holes in the top and secure them with rings.  Each set of book cards will be worth up to 25 points.  Some smaller works will be worth less.

The following information needs to be included for all works:

I  Authorial Background—1 card—Birth and death dates, important episodes from author’s life that is reflected in the work.  This may take some research.

II  Literary Period and Country—1 card—What was happening in the world at this time?  Is this work typical or a typical of the times in which it was written?  Is it a form of social commentary?

III  Setting—1-2 cards depending on the work--  Be specific.  Note shifts in setting throughout the work.

IV  Characters—At least 1 card for every major character.  2-3 minor characters per card—Detailed descriptions.  Include at least 2-3 quotes from the work that best exemplify each character.

V  Plot Summary—In longer works 7-8 cards—Detailed.  This is most effective if you write it as a bulleted list, so please do not summarize in paragraph form.  

VI  Literary Devices—2-2 ½ cards—Includes symbolism, allusions, irony, framework narrative, etc.  List specific examples and how the author uses them to develop the theme(s).

VII  Theme(s)—1-2 cards—connect back to unique style of author and how he/she uses literary devices to advance the theme(s) of the work.  Find significant quotes that reflect the work’s theme.

Jane Eyre Vocabulary

1.  battlements-a defensive architecture, later to become decorative

2.  cachinnation-laugh harshly

3.  cant-insincere

4.  dun-to ask repeatedly; plague, pester; to demand payment of a debt

5.  exigency- urgent need, requirement, pressing necessity


6.  etymology- development or derivation of a word

7.  eulogiums-a eulogy

8.  fetid- stinking, having a foul smell


9.  gregarious-sociable

10.  hebdomadal- social, companionable; tending to flock together

11.  inure- to accustom to something undesirable; to harden

12.  importune- to urge or beg with troublesome persistence

13.  negus-beverage made of hot water and wine

14.  opprobrium- disgrace, infamy, shame

15.  officious- meddlesome, volunteering what’s not needed

16.  poltroon-coward

17.  penurious- impoverished, miserly; stingy

18.  propitious- favorable; of good omen


19.  preternatural- exceeding what is natural; supernatural

20.  piquant- savory, pungent; having a lively charm; tangy

21.  palliate- to ease without curing; to cover with excuses; to lessen

22.  rookery-breeding place for birds

23.  sidle- to move sideways or side foremost

24.  sere-dry; withered

25.  solicitude- concern, anxiety, care

26.  serried-to crowd closely together

27.  sentient- having feelings or perceptions; conscious

28.  salubrious- favorable to health; promoting welfare

29.  thwart- to baffle, block, defeat; foil, outwit, frustrate

30.  vapid- lacking spirit, liveliness, zest; flat, insipid
31.  arrogate-to attribute or assign to another; ascribe

32.  anathema- solemn curse, something accursed or intensely disliked

33.  august- marked by majestic dignity or grandeur


34.  charnel-repository for dead bodies

35.  confabulation-the replacement  of a gap in a person’s memory by falsification



    that he or she believes to be true

36.  contumacy-stubborn perverseness or rebelliousness; willful and obstinate resistance 


            or disobedience to authority

37.  chimera- imaginary monster; frightful or foolish fancy


38.  deportment- behavior, bearing, manner, conduct

39.  enigmatic- obscure, ambiguous; puzzling, mysterious

40.  expiate- to make amends, to atone

41.  etiolate- to bleach by depriving of sunlight; to make pale and sick; to take away 


         natural vigor of

42.  exonerate- to free from blame, acquit, absolve, unburden

43.  fulminating- sending or uttering censure; condemning, exploding, denouncing

44.  hauteur- haughtiness; disdainful pride; arrogance

45.  imperious- commanding; lordly; arrogant, domineering

46.  lugubrious- mournful, doleful, sad
 

47.  neophyte-recent convert, beginner, novice

48.  noxious- harmful to health or morals; injurious

49.  paltry- trashy, mean, trivial, inferior, petty, almost worthless

50.  paroxysm- attack, spasm; convulsion

51.  phlegmatic- slow and stolid; impassive; apathetic, sluggish

52.  plebeian- relating to the lower class, common, vulgar

53.  ribald- coarse or indecent, esp. in language; crude, vulgar joking

54.  roué-a lecherous, dissipated man

55.  seraph- an angel

56.  sententious- using wise sayings; using pompous language; moralistic

57.  sardonic- expressing scorn or mockery; ironic, sarcastic, disdainful

58.  taciturn- silent, uncommunicative, reserved

59.  vernal- relating to spring; youthful, fresh


60.  vivacity- liveliness, animation

61.  acrimony- harsh biting sharpness; angry irritation

62.  amendable- answerable; easily managed; tractable


63.  amity- friendship, friendly relations especially between countries

64.  antipathies-basic or repugnance, aversion

65.  appanage-whatever belongs rightfully to one’s rank or station in life

66.  aquiline- curving or hooked like an eagle’s beak

67.  chagrin- mental uneasiness caused by failure, disappointment, mortification, humiliation 

68.  clement- merciful, lenient; temperate, mild; forgiving


69.  contumacy- stubbornness; rebellion; insubordination, disobedience


70.  culpable- deserving blame or censure; guilty

71.  dogmatic- positive in stating matters of opinion

72.  extirpate- uproot, exterminate, eradicate

73.  epithet- a characterizing and often abusive word or phrase; insulting name


74.  equivocal- ambiguous, uncertain; suspicious, dubious

75.  girandoles-ornate bracket for a candelabra

76.  ineffable- indescribable, unspeakable, not to be uttered

77.  insipid- lacking savor, dull, tasteless; uninteresting

78.  importunity- persistent begging, troublesome annoyance

79.  lachrymose- tearful, mournful

80.  meretricious- artificially and vulgarly attractive; gaudy

81.  mien- demeanor, behavior, appearance, aspect

82.  pecuniary- relating to money; monetary

83.  physiognomy-the face or countenance

84.  portentous- foreshadowing; prodigious, pompous, arousing awe

85.  quiescence- rest, stillness, inaction; freedom from anxiety, tranquility

86.  raillery- good-natured ridicule, banter, jesting

87.  ruth-pity or compassion

88.  supercilious- haughtily contemptuous; disdainful; arrogant, proud

89.  trepidation- apprehension, horror, dread, terror, panic, dismay

90.  onus- burden, obligation; blame

91.  acumen-shrewdness, discernment, keenness of mind

92.  awry-askew, amiss, out of the right course


93.  aver-to assert or affirm with confidence, to allege as fact

94  augment-to increase, to make greater or more numerous

95.  audacity-intrepid boldness; arrogant disregard of normal restraints; temerity

96.  badinage-witty conversation

97.  cynosure-a center of attraction


98.  cognizant-aware

99.  coquetry-flirtation

100.  colloquy-formal conversation or conference

101.  dissipation-a scattering, squandering; drinking to excess

102.  dudgeon ill humor; resentment

103.  extrication-disentangling, untangling

104.  fractious-troublesome, unruly; peevish; quarrelsome, irritiable

105.  houri-a beautiful virgin provided in paradise for all faithful Muslims

106.  incredulous-skeptical, expressing disbelief

107.  lethargic-drowsy, languorous  indifferent

108.  mortification-denial of bodily desires by abstinence or self- inflicted pain; gangrene;      

       
humiliation and shame caused by something that wounds one’s pride or self-respect

109.  peremptory-final, imperative; decisive, masterful, domineering

110.  pertinacious-holding tenaciously to a purpose, course of action or opinion; resolute

111.  philter-a love potion

112.  piquant-agreeably pungent or sharp in taste or flavor

113.  pliancy-flexibility; receptive to influence

114.  quiescent-at rest,  inactive; latent; causing no trouble or symptom

115.  rescind-repeal, cancel, annul


116.  solicitous-worried, concerned; careful, anxious

117.  seraglio-harem

118.  talisman-a charm or amulet


119.  unction-act of anointing; exaggerated superficial earnestness

120.  vouchsafe-to grant or give in a condescending manner; to grant as a favor

121.  acumen-keen insight; shrewdness

122.  adduce-offer as an argument, reason or proof, allege, cite


123.  antipodes-parts of the earth diametrically opposed; opposite

124.  assiduous-constant, unremitting

125.  avaricious-greedy; having excessive desire for wealth

126.  bilious-irritable; choleric; peevish, ill-natured

127.  cursorily-hastily and superficially (done)

128.  debauchery-seduction, corruption, excessive indulgence in sensual pleasure

129.  diffident-lacking confidence; timid, reserved

130.  dissipation-dispersion, disintegration

131.  eschew-to shun, avoid, escape



132.  halcyon-calm, peaceful, tranquil

133.  importune-demand with urgency

134.  inanition-weakness from lack of food or water, exhaustion

135.  indigence-impoverishment; need, poverty

136.  insuperable-incapable of being passed over, overcome,
 surmounted

137.  interlocutor-one who takes part in a conversation; one who converses with another

138.  magnanimity-loftiness of spirit; nobility; largeness of heart


139.  mendicant-a beggar

140.  odious-hateful; repugnant, detestable

141.  omnipotence-unlimited power; almighty

142.  omnipresence-ubiquity; state of being present in all places at all times

143.  peruse-to read through with care

144.  propitious-of good omen; favorable; auspicious

145.  refulgent-radiant, shining, resplendent

146.  satiety-state of being satiated, surfeit

147.  solecism-a mistake in grammar; a breach in etiquette

148.  succor-help, relief, aid, assistance

149.  syncope-contraction of a word by omitting one or more sounds from the middle

150.  tractability-obedience; docility; pliability

151  acquiesce-to accept or comply without opposition; to agree


152.  approbation-approval, commendation

153.  avaricious-greedy, having excessive desire for wealth

154.  badinage-to banter with, tease

1555.  cicatrice-a scar

156.  coruscate-flash, sparkle

157.  dudgeon-feeling of offense or resentment, anger

158.  ebullition-a boiling or bubbling; seething excitement or outburst

159.  formidable-feared, dreaded

160.  halcyon-calm, peaceful, tranquil

161.  hiatus-a gap; a lapse in continuity; interruption


162. hierophant-interpreter of sacred mysteries, fortune teller

163. intractable-not easily controlled; obstinate, unmanageable

164.  indigence-seriously impoverished, poverty

165.  lucre-profit, money

166.  magnanimity-loftiness of spirit; nobility, largeness of heart

167.  neophyte-beginner

168.  peruse-to read attentively

169.  patrimony-inheritance, esp. from one’s father, heritage

170.  propitiate-to gain the favor of; to appease


171.  rescind-annul, revoke, repeal

172.  satiety-fullness to the point of excess

173.   succor-aid, help, relief

174.  scion-descendent; heir, offspring

175.  salutary-health-giving; beneficial

176.  timorous-timid, afraid, fearful

