
CONSTITUTION

WEST GEAUGA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL

REVISED: JULY 2004

AMENDED: September 2005
Article 1

Name

Section 1:  

The name of this organization shall be the Student Council of West Geauga High School, Chesterland, Ohio.

Article II

Purpose

Section 1:

The purpose of this organization shall be to develop attitudes of, and practice in good citizenship: promote harmonious relations throughout the entire school: improve school ethics and morals: assist where feasible in the management of the school: provide orderly direction of school activities: charter school clubs and other organizations: and promote the general welfare of the school and the community.

Article III

General Council Membership

Section 1:

The student body shall be represented in a Student Council, which shall consist of representatives from each homeroom, the elected officers of the Student Council, the class officers, and the student at larges appointed by the board and by the Advisor who is not already an elected member of council.

Article IV

Officers

Section 1:

The officers of this organization shall be a President, Vice-President, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer.  At the time of the nomination, the candidate shall have a grade point average of at least 2.5 and all officer candidates must be current members of Student Council.

Article V

The Student Council Executive Board

Section 1:

The Student Council Executive Board shall consist of the Student Council officers, all class presidents, and standing committee chairmen whose committees are currently functioning.

Section 2:

The Student Council Executive Board shall serve as the Council’s steering committee, initiate new ideas and policies, and provide the executive leadership of the Council.

Article VI

Duties and Powers

Section 1:

The Student Council shall see that all rules of the school and its own rules are properly observed at all times.

Section 2:

The Student Council shall have the power to recommend, at any time, changes, modifications or improvements within the school’s jurisdiction: and, after approval by the Principal, to carry into execution these changes, modifications, or improvements by appropriate rules and actions.

Section 3: 

The Student Council shall take action on matters especially referred to it by the faculty.

Section 4:

The Student Council shall consider and act upon policies, activities, and changes recommended by the students.

Section 5:

The Student Council may authorize, sponsor, or supervise drives and campaigns for special purposes.

Section 6:

The Student Council shall delegate authority to the various committees existing now and in the future at West Geauga High School, and shall co-ordinate and define the functions of these committees.  The Student Council may create additional committees as the need arises.

Section 7:

The Student Council shall have the authority to charter all school clubs with approval of the Principal.

Section 8:

All powers of the Student Council are delegated by the school administration.  Therefore, the Principal and advisor(s) have the right to veto any act of the Student Council or to revoke any of the powers held by the Student Council.

Article VII

Sponsor

Section 1:

The Principal shall appoint a member or members of the faculty to serve as faculty sponsor(s) to the Student Council.  The sponsor(s) shall serve as advisor(s) and shall not vote.

Section 2: 

The term of office is left to the discretion of the Principal.

Section 3:

The sponsor(s) shall serve as co-chairmain with the Student Council President of the Student Council Executive Board.

BY-LAWS

Article 1

General Council Membership

Section 1:

The election of all representatives shall take place in a timely manner so that election results are available before the annual OASC General Convention usually held the last weekend in April.  The election of representatives for the new entering class is to take place no later than the third week of school.  A student wishing to represent a homeroom shall first submit a petition to the Student Council Advisor, signed by 20 students from his/her grade level.  A candidate must have a grade point average of at least 2.0 for the year and show evidence of good citizenship, as indicated by the approval or denial of his/her candidacy by the student’s homeroom teacher, vice-principal, or guidance counselor.

Section 2:

Duties of the members shall consist of, but not be limited to:


1.  Be present at all meetings except when excused.


2.  Be present at all Student Council sponsored activities


3.  Follow all school rules, regulations, and codes as covered in the student 

                 handbook.


4.  Report the proceedings of all the Student Council meetings to their  

                constituents.


5.  Convey to the Student Council the comments and opinions of their


     constituents.


6.  Serve on any committees or serve in any other capacity to which they have 

     been appointed.


7.  Uphold the purposes and ideals which have been set forth by the Student 
 
     Council.


8.  Any failure to comply with the above shall warrant dismissal by the Board with the consent of the advisor.

Article II

Officers

Section 1:

The procedure for nomination and election shall be as follows:


A.  Concurrently with election of representatives, election shall be held for President, Vice-President, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer of each class.  In the event that no student runs for one of the above office, the office shall be filled by election at the first General Council meeting of the new members.


B.  Each candidate for office shall file his/her petition with the Student Council Advisor.


C.  After the deadline for filing petitions, there shall be one week of campaigning.


D.  Balloting for representatives, Student Council officers, and class officers will be done by secret ballot in the homerooms.


E.  Election of the new class officers will be done no later than the third week of school.

F.  Election of Student Council Officers will take place the first joint board meeting after regular elections.

G.  Counting of ballots will be done by the Advisor of Student Council or his/her appointed designees.

Section 2:

The duties of the officers are as follows:


A.  The Student Council President shall:



1.  Preside over and prepare the agenda for all General Student Council



     Meetings.



2.  Present the agenda to the sponsor twenty-four hours prior to the time of 



     The scheduled meeting.



3.  Serve as co-chairman with the sponsor of the Student Council



     Executive Board.



4.  Refer business to the appropriate committee.



5.  Appoint all committees and all business therein.



6.  Represent the Student Council on all public occasions.



7.  Be an ex-officio member of all committees.



8.  Call all meetings.



9.  Check periodically the progress and efficiency of all committees. 



10.  Be the official representative of the Student Body.


B.  The Student Council Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in his/her absence and preside as chairman of any committees as appointed by the President.


C.  The Student Council Recording Secretary shall:



1.  Record the minutes of the General Student Council and the Student Council Executive Board meetings.



2.  Publish these minutes and post them on the Student Council Bulletin Board for perusal of all students.



3.  Submit these minutes at the end of the year to the Board of Education and for commitment to the Student Council Records.


D.  The Student Council Recording Secretary shall:



1.  Handle all official correspondence.



2.  Maintain an attendance record.



3.  Distribute a monthly bulletin to representatives keeping them informed of all Student Council activities for the month.


E.  The Student Council Treasurer shall:



1.  Have charge of Student Council funds, both collection and disbursement, and shall maintain an accurate record of all such funds.



2.  Make a financial report to Council when called to do so.



3.  Sign, along with the sponsor, all authorizations for disbursements.


F.  It shall be the duty of all new officers to attend the annual OASC General Convention unless less than five are permitted to attend.  In that case, the secretaries and the treasurer will attend by seniority or, if no clear seniority exists, by the drawing of lots.

Article III

Vacancies

Section 1:

All vacancies shall be filled by recommendation and unanimous vote of the Executive Board and advisor(s), except in the case of the President of the Council.

Section 2:

In the case or resignation or impeachment of the Student Council President, the Vice-President shall assume the office of President and a new Vice-President shall be elected from the floor.  If this President resigns or is impeached, the Vice-President elected from the floor shall not assume the office of President.  He/she will, however,  serve as acting President until an election of the entire student body can be held.  The election procedures of Article II shall be followed.  The election must be held within three weeks after the President’s resignation or impeachment.

Article IV

Removal from Office

Section 1:

A student Council Representative or officer may be removed from office for repeated failure to attend meetings, failure to attend Student Council sponsored activities, failure to represent his/her group properly and fairly, and failure to carry out his/her duties as a representative, failure to follow school rules and regulations, or for any other actions which are detrimental to the welfare and best interests of Student Council.  Repeated failure shall constitute three or more missed meetings or activities without a valid excuse or failure to meet the requirements set by the Council.
Section 2:

A recommendation for removal may come from the Executive Board or from the advisor(s).  Notification of Intent to Remove is to be delivered to the representative by the advisor or Student Council Officer at which time an informal hearing will be scheduled before the Executive Board.  Failure to appear to the hearing will result in immediate removal.

Section 3:

A unanimous vote of approval to remove by the Executive Board and Advisor(s) is needed to remove a representative.  Should this not occur, the intended representative may appear before the general membership of Council and a two-thirds vote by the General Council membership is necessary for removal.

Section 4:

Appeals of this decision are according to the Board of Education Policy as specified in the Student Handbook.

Article V

Order of Business

Section 1:

All order of business of the meetings of the General Student Council shall be predetermined by the Executive Board.

Article VI

Legislation

Section 1:

Legislation may be proposed by the Executive Board or submitted from the floor.

Article VII

Meetings

Section 1:

The general Student Council shall meet monthly during the school year at a predetermined place and time.

Section 2:

The Executive Board shall meet previous to the General Council at a time predetermined by the President and Advisor.

Section 3:

Special meetings may be called as necessary by the President, Executive Board, Advisor, or by request of one-fourth of the Student Council members.

Article VIII

Standing Committees

Section 1: 

 The Standing Committees shall be established and defined as deemed necessary.

Section 2:  The general duties of the committees are as follows:

   
A.  It shall be the duty of the committees to transact such business as may be regularly connected with their respected activities and responsibilities, subject to the direction of the Student Council.


B.  The committees shall submit new plans and all unusual business to the Student Council Executive Board.  The General Student Council and The Executive Board may request the committees to make reports as deemed necessary.

Article IX

Chartering of Clubs

Section 1:

Any school group desiring to organize a club shall apply to the Student Council for a charter.

Section 2:

At the time of application, each group shall state its purpose and present a set of rules and regulations by which it proposes to govern itself.

Section 3:

If the Student Council approves the request, it shall issue a Charter, which shall continue in effect until the club is dissolved.

Section 4:

A Review Board, consisting of the Principal or his appointees, the Advisor(s), and the Executive Board, shall have the authority to renew or void the charter.

Article X

Referendum

Section 1:

The Student Council shall submit, at its discretion, measures from time to time for the approval of the student body, provided that voting shall be conducted in a manner which the two-thirds majority of the Council shall designate.

Article XI

Rules of Order

Section 1: 

The Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply in all cases not provided for in the Constitution or the By-Laws.

Article XII

Ratification

Section 1:

This constitution shall be voted upon and become valid with a two-thirds majority of the entire Student Council.

Article XIII

Amendments

Section 1: 

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the entire Student Council immediately after the proposed amendment is read and any discussion is completed.


