Are you Ready for College Life?

Do you have what it takes to live on your own at College?  Take this quiz to find out how your life skills rate.

1) Your Room:

a. Is a disaster area.  You haven’t seen your floor for a couple of years.
b. Is not only always tidy, it’s a germ-free zone.
c. Has what you like to call an “organized mess.” But you clean it every other Friday.
2) When it comes to your laundry you:

a. Turned a few of your whites a lovely shade of pink the first time you did your own laundry.  But now you’re getting the hang of it!

b. Have absolutely no idea how your dirty clothes end up back in your drawers smelling all nice and clean.

c. Are an old pro.  You’ve been doing your own laundry for years.

3) The little mileage sticker that reminds you to change your oil just caught your eye.  You realize you’re about 100 miles past due for an oil change.  You:

a. Make a beeline to the nearest garage and vow never to go over the recommended mileage ever again.

b. Go Home.  You think you might have a coupon that’ll save you a few dollars on oil change.  You can and ask for their next available appointment.

c. Ignore it.  You’re way too busy to spend your day at a car shop

4) You change your sheets:

a. A few times a year

b. Like clockwork every Friday morning

c. Whenever you notice that they are dirty and have time to get around to it.

5) Your definition of a nutritious meal is:

a. Your favorite wheat cereal.  After all, it’s got all the vitamins you need, right?

b. Anything that you can get at a driver-thru.  It’s fast, and it’s food.

c. Something from each of the groups on that nutrition pyramid your teacher gave out in health class.  Of course, you have a gooey dessert every now and then.

6) Whenever you have some cash you:

a. Spend a little, save some, and tithe 10 percent

b. Usually blow through it before you know it and forget what you even spent it on.

c. Spend most of it, but make sure you give a little to a worthy cause.

7) Your favorite show is on, but you have a ton of homework. You:

a. Watch it, then get hooked on the made-for-TV movie that follows.  You start your homework long after you should have been zonked out for the night.

b. Watch it, but hit the books right after the end credits.

c. Get studying.  You record the show to watch when you have free time.

8) When you but a shirt at your favorite store, the clerk says you can save an extra 10% if you open a store credit card.  You: 

a. Jump at the chance.  Over the next few weeks you buy even more clothes.  You figure it’s an easy way to build up a super cool wardrobe.

b. Politely decline.  You don’t want to be tempted by a credit card.  Your day-to-day expenses already eat up most of your paychecks

c. Open the account and use it just this once.  You saved 10%, and plan to cut up the card when it comes in the mail.

9) You just caught the cold of the century, but you’re supposed to be the head waiter at a really important fundraising dinner for your church.  You:

a. Call around and find a sub.  Then hit the sack.

b. Down some cold medicine and head to church.  You’ll have time to be sick later.

c. Hibernate in your bed.  You’re just a volunteer, so you’re sure someone else will be able to pick up your slack.  You’re too sick to even care.

10) Tonight you’re flying solo for dinner.  You:

a. Turn into Betty Crocker and make a 5 course meal.

b. Pop a frozen dinner in the microwave and cut up some lettuce and other veggies for a nice salad.

c. Call your friend’s house just before dinnertime, hinting that you’re all alone and really hungry.

Scoring:
1. A = 3, B=1, C-2


6. A-1, B=3, C=2

2. A=2, B=3, C=1


7. A=3, B=2, C=1

3. A=1, B=2, C=3


8. A=3, B=1, C=2

4. A=3, B=1, C=2


9. A=1, B=2, C=3

5. A=2, B=3, C=1


10. A=1, B=2, C=3

10-15 POINTS:


You’re really self-reliant.  You’re responsible when it comes to managing your time and your money.  You won’t need a tutor to help you learn survival skills at college.  You’re an old pro at laundry and don’t need a map around the kitchen either.  That will make your transition to living on your own much smoother.  But a word of caution: Don’t feel like everything must be perfectly planned all of the time.  If you do, you’ll be stressed out.  Be sure you loosen up once in a while and have some fun too.

16-23 POINTS:


You’ve got good common sense when it comes to most of the “life skills” you’ll need at college.  But you may need to brush up on a few things like laundry and cooking.  Don’t worry, you won’t have to turn into Martha Stewart to survive on your own.  But  you will need to be able to cook a few simple meals, clean and keep a budget.  Once you have those down, life at college will be a breeze.

24-30 POINTS:


You still really depend on your parents.  You don’t pay much attention to your spending habits.  Keeping your room neat and doing laundry are at the bottom of your-to-do list.  They may seem like boring chores with a capital B, but they are crucial to making it on your own.  It’s OK that you’re not quite ready to leap out on your own yet.  But you’ll be a lot better off if you ask your parents to show you how to make a few easy meals and do your laundry.  After a few tries, you’ll have the skills you need.
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